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On
 NOT EVERYTHING WHICH GOES BOOM IS A LANDMINE 

Workshop for journalists and media professionals for investigating and reporting accurately on explosive weapons 
Date: Thursday, 12th Jan 2012
Time: 12pm to 2.30pm

Venue: Conference Room, Press Club of India, Rasina Marg, New Delhi
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Photo: Dr. Mahesh K. Arora, Mr Yeshua Moser-Puangsuwan and Ms Binalakshmi Nepram (l-r)

12  Jan 2012: Control Arms Foundation of India successfully organised media workshop on the topic NOT EVERYTHING WHICH GOES BOOM IS A LANDMINE: Workshop for journalists and media professionals for investigating and reporting accurately on explosive weapons, Thursday, 15th  Dec 2011 from 3pm to 5pm at the Conference Room, Press Club of India, Rasina Marg, New Delhi.

The workshop was led by Mr Yeshua Moser-Puangsuwan, the Asia regional research coordinator for the International Campaign to Ban Landmines (1997 Nobel Peace co-laureate) and the Cluster Munition Coalition, Dr. Mahesh K. Arora , Director of Disaster Management and Health Consultant and  Ms. Binalakshmi Nepram, Founder of Manipur Women Gun Survivors Network and Secretary General of Control Arms Foundation of India. Please find here list of statements made by speakers.

Mr Yeshua Moser-Puangsuwan 

Mr Yeshua Moser-Puangsuwan, the Asia regional research coordinator for the International Campaign to Ban Landmines (1997 Nobel Peace co-laureate) and the Cluster Munition Coalition thanked everyone for coming to participate the media workshop. He briefed the participants what landmines were and described landmines as indiscriminate killing devices and how they were harmful to human lives. He said that mine was an explosive device in or on the ground, detonated by passing vehicles or stepped on by a person. He gave his concern about those inhuman devices and wanted to wipe out those weapons from the planet earth through Mine Ban Treaty – “The Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction”. He said that it requires states to ban use, production, stockpile and trade of the weapon. And added that it requires clearance of all mined areas and assistance to victims of mines. He also mentioned about Optional Protocol II, “Convention on Conventional Weapons (India has consented to be bound) BANNED- any mine which does not contain a minimum metal content (detectability).It requires mined areas to be marked and fenced It also requires that mines used have a self destruct mechanism”. He also mentioned about International Humanitarian Law which requires combatants to discriminate between combatant and non-combatant and also requires combatants to use means proportionate to the military objective.

He said that 80% of the Nations had signed that convention and addressed that it was successful. He highlighted the accidents and deaths caused by landmines to innocent civilians and soldiers at the borders of India. He addressed the participants that over the past few years, more cases of soldiers falling in the trap of landmines were reported from India. And added that casualties in the Indian Army were comparably more than in any war-torn country like Angola, Mozambique, Bosnia or Croatia. He further added that in India since October 2002, when the Army began large scale mine clearing operations along the Pakistan border, it had reported 793 causalities of which 411 were killed. And said that that amply showed they were not following SOPs or best international practices of clearing landmines. He said that India had not signed Mine Ban Treaty convention and gave his concern that India should sign that convention to stop such further loss. He also urged media to report accurately on landmine issues as he found some errors in such reports published around the world as he believed that media were the eyes and ears of the society to deal with problems of the society as wrong reporting would misguide the society. 
Dr. Mahesh K. Arora

Dr. Mahesh K. Arora, Director of Disaster Management and Health Consultant welcome everyone participating the event. Considering the issue more of humanitarian aspect he addressed that India still used those dreadful weapon considering that they were cost effective weapon. He addressed that he was not sure how they had calculated it but he said that the cost incur by the society especially the dead, lost of limbs etc occurred due to the accidental blast of landmines of soldiers at the borders, innocent civilians, farmers  etc were much higher as there human costs was incurred. In addition to that social costs, economic costs caused by landmines to such people were much higher than the costs the government of India was considering. He said that it was high time the civilians should start a campaign to ban landmines in India and should urged the government of India to sign Ban Mine Treaty to stop the harmful effect caused by using such dreadful weapons.

Ms. Binalakshmi Nepram

Ms. Binalakshmi Nepram, Founder of Manipur Women Gun Survivors Network and Secretary General of Control Arms Foundation of India. She gave a formal introduction of the speakers presented for the workshop. She said that the media workshop on the issue was the the first ever for media professionals and said that the idea was cane from Mr Yeshua Moser-Puangsuwan, the Asia regional research coordinator for the International Campaign to Ban Landmines (1997 Nobel Peace co-laureate) and the Cluster Munition. She presented the following data’s that 1050 Indians were killed; 1,964 injured due to landmines/IED during 1999-2010 in which 50 % casualties are civilians; 5 Indians were killed; 21 injured in 2010 where 8 casualties were due to antipersonnel landmines, 10 victim activated IEDs; 3 by explosive remnants of war. She addressed that there were more than 30 major and several small armed rebel groups in Northeast India and in recent years there had been an increased in the use of explosive devices by non-state actors in the region. And addressed that it was high time to check the use of such devices in those region. She briefed about Geneva Call as a deed of commitment that requires an organization refrained from mine used and cooperate in the clearance of mines in their areas of operation. 

She said that as a sign of progress to ban landmines even non state actors were signing Geneva call as a deed of commitment to stop using landmines. For example - The NSCN-IM, an insurgent group of Northeast India signed this in 2003. In August 2006, the Kuki National Organisation (KNO) and its armed wings in Northeast India renounced use of antipersonnel landmines by signing the Deed of Commitment administered by Geneva Call. She stated that in India mine-fields were laid, if required, along the border areas as part of military operations. And added that Landmine Monitor reported that Indian Army had defensive perimeters with landmines emplaced around camps and outposts in Kashmir. She gave her concerned that India had not signed the Mine Ban Treaty till now and said that it was high time to sign that Treaty to stop further killing of innocent lives of civilian and soldiers at the borders. She said that international campaign to ban landmines was progressing in a positive way in India and shared some good news regarding victim assistance of landmine victims in India. 
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Photo: Media professionals participating at the workshop, Press Club of India.

A round of questions and answers section between the media professionals and the speakers was done during the workshop. Media professionals queries like what legal  procedures should be done by a landmine victim to get assistance from Government were clearified by giving successful examples by the speakers as they said that a case had to be filed by the victim giving proof that he/she was a landmine victim. Government of India gave assistance to landmine victims by giving compensation of up to rupees three lakh. They give example of Mr Muhammad Gulzar Mir, a landmine victim from Jammu and Kashmir getting landmine victim assistance after long court battle. But the speakers feared that most landmine victims in India did not get compensation due to long court battles. A media professional asked the speakers that should China be responsible for using landmine by insurgents in India. Mr Yeshua answered that he has not found a single report of antipersonal mines being produced in China so far and on the contrary illegally made Indian mines were found in Tanzania, Sudan and Myanmar.

The workshop conducted was completed with meaningful notes and views. The workshop was participated by journalists from various media houses like the CNN IBN, the Sangai Express, the Telegraph, the Assam Tribune, Asomiya khabar, the DNA (Daily News And Analysis) etc.
Following are the list of media professionals who participated the workshop-

1. Mr Manish Kumar Shukhla, Bureau Chief, North East TV (NETV), New Delhi

2. Mr. Kalyan Barooah, The AssamTribune, Guwahati

3. Mr. D.K. Chauhan, Aadhunik India, New Delhi

4. Mr. G.N.Chaubey,Pratah Varta

5. Sudan Sikdar, Samayik Prasanga, Assam

6. Mr. Subhojit Sengupta, CNN IBN, New Delhi

7. Ms Somiya, the Telegraph

8. Mr. Llta Prashad, Samyak Bharat

9. Mr. Subir Ghosh, Independent Columnist and Writer

10. Mr. Iftikhar Gilani, Daily News And Analysis(DNA), New Delhi
11. Mr. C.D.Mishr, Utpal Mail

12. Ms. Ninglun, the Sangai Express

13. Mr. Partho Borah, BY365, Assam

14. Mr. Tarun Arora

15. Mr. Ashif, U.P News

16. Mr. Madhu

17. Mr. Manish

18. Shri Kant Bhatei, Samvad Sindhi

19. Mr. Pranjal, Newstime Assam 

20. Mr. Manoj Kumar Sharma, Newslive

21. Mr. Pawan Kumar Gupta

22. Mr. V.K. Swamy

23. Mr. B.S. Rawat

24. Mr. R.P. Dubey, Sajha Maqsad Hind

25. Mr. M. Zahis

26. Mr. Praveen Kumar, Freelancer

Media coverage

http://kanglaonline.com/2011/12/cafimwgs-media-workshop-on-12th-january-2012/
http://www.manipur.org/news/2011/12/30/cafimwgs-media-workshop-on-12th-january-2012/
http://defenceforumindia.com/indian-army/30236-army-losing-more-men-landmines-than-war.html
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report_army-losing-more-men-to-landmines-than-war_1638061
For more Information:

Ms Binalakshmi Nepram
Founder, Manipur Women Gun Survivors Network
Secretary General, Control Arms Foundation of India 
B 5 / 146, First Floor, Safdarjung Enclave, New Delhi - 110 029, India

Email: Binalakshmi@gmail.com 
Phone: +91-11-46018541 Fax : +91-11-26166234 
Website : www.cafi-online.org  Twitter: @BinaNepram
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